of it? In fact death was a friend who brough
deliverance from sufferings.
KILLING BY INCHES
In his dictated message Gandhiji said:
"Newspaper men sent me a message two hour
after my prayer speech of last evening, asking to se
me, as they had some doubts to be cleared. After a heav
day's work I felt disinclined out of some exhaustion t
see them for discussion. I, therefore, told Shri Pyarelalj
to inform them to excuse me and further tell them tha
they should put down the questions in writing and sen<
them to me next morning. They did so. This is th
first question:
'Why have you undertaken the fast when ther
was no disturbance of any kind in any part of the Indiai
Dominion?'                                                                 *
"What was it if it was not a disturbing disturbanc
for a crowd to make an organized and a determine
effort to take forcible possession of Muslim houses
The disturbance was such that the police had reluc
tantly to resort to tear gas and even to a little shootin
if only overhead, before the crowd dispersed. It woul
have been foolish for me to wait till the last Muslim ha
been turned out of Delhi by subtle undemonstrativ
methods, which I would describe as killing by inches.
THE SARDAR
"The second question is:
'You have stated that you could not give any repl
to the Muslims who came to you with their tale of fes
and insecurity and who have complained that Sards
Patel, who is in charge of Home Affairs, is anti-Muslin
You have also stated that Sardar Patel is no longer
340